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PICTURES OF THE BATHS IN THE 1930’s

This was photographed about 1930, races were held from the beach to the wire

netting. Notice that lanes were used
In the background is the boat shed which was used by the Jewfish Point Boat Club.
Notice there is only one house on the point and the old Como rail bridge.

This was photographed just after the opening of the present baths around 1934/35. The
dressing shed is still there and the first turning board has been installed.
Notice again the large number of people in the background
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FORMATION OF THE BATHS: YEARS 1927- 1940
THE BATHS

The date of construction of the first baths is unknown. Its site stretched from the edge
of lane 6 down the outside of the turning board to a point meeting a fence out from the
main beach where there is a rocky outcrop.

During the Depression Years 1930-1935 men on the (dole) did not receive any money,
mstead they worked for it mostly on heavy laboring road work. As Oatley Park was
undeveloped after nearly 50 years; the Council placed a large number of men on Park
improvements. This resulted in roads, the stone castle, the oval and the building of
the baths as we now know it.

The original name for the park was Sandy Beach, a name not known to the present
population.

The Park has always had two beaches, the northern one was originally outside the first
baths.

On weekends when the tide was suitable fisherman would bring in their boats to sell
fish to the public

In the 30°s, 40’s and 50°s; members used to catch prawns in the baths.

With the baths being 365 yards long it has been recognized as the largest baths in
Australia. Every year we held an around the baths race, this would be the longest
straight race in Australia inside a baths area. We now hold a 1 Kilometer race
consisting of ‘around the baths’ plus a length of the baths.

One of the major problems has been to keep the baths shark proof. Over the many
years a fairly large wire mesh has been used, a large amount of wire was required but
due to rust the life of this was about 3 years and it had to be replaced. This was rather
an expensive exercise for the council. With the large mesh swimmers were often
plagued with jelly blubbers resulting in very painful stings and rashes.

For a couple of years in the 70°s the club purchased a fishing net which was place
around our swimming area thus allowing us to swim free of these menaces.

In 1980 Hurstville Council installed a fibre glass net of smaller mesh size which has
been of great benefit to the public, except for an odd one it has kept the baths
practically free of them., and being rust free will last longer though it showing signs of
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also the turning board which was a fixture like a wharf. Take note of the fashions in
the costumes

This was photographed prior to 1959. It shows the two old dressing sheds on the
promenade.
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Ladies Basketball Team

R. Roclandts, S.Sedgeman

>

>

D.Ward, S.Parker
P Williamson, S.Lenehan.

R_Churchill
J.Parker,

Back Row
Front Row
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i Ladies Netball Team 1954

Back Row N.Stevens, P.Howes, V.Hammill, M.Jones.
Front Row Unknown, J.Glover, UnKnown.

Mens 1947 Champion Soccer Team
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Back Row: Ray Stevens, W.Jones, G.Mollett, J.Stevens, W Bell.
Middle Row: A Thode, G Mckenzie, A Burgess, R Falconer, R.Rushworth..
Front Row J Thode, G.Mollett (Mascot), R.Thode (Linesman).
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MEMBERS IN THE EARLY 50’s
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Back Row R. Moss, Unknown,

Second Row J.Stevens, L. Farrant, R Boufler, unknown, G.Noble, J.Havilah, A.Uebel,
P.Paterson, Ron Stevens, H.Belcher, R.Paterson.

Front Row M.Staples, Unknown, A.Rumsey, A Humphhries, Ray Stevens, J.Hughes,

K Stewart, W.Davies, D.Davies, P.Moss R.Churchill.

Som‘; Members Who Could'eed

F Stevens, Clive Stevens, Tim Murphy, Arch Uebel, B.Grady, Alan Rumsey,
Noel Hammond,
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1957_1958 SEASON
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Back Row N. Stanners, M.Bosward, J Mcllhoney, P.Cross, G.Uebel, D Mcllhoney,

A Wicks, C.Stanners, A Whiteley, V.Hammill, J.Bosward, H Hammill,
K Sandstrom, K.O’Connell, S Hill, B.Belcher, D.Hammill, N.Lupton,

M . Whiteley.

Middle Row Mystery B.Taylor,, L. Bosward, G.Kemp, A Pickering, D .Maher
D.Stevens, K.Johnston, V.Mcllhoney

Front Row C.Taylor, S.Walker, K.Short, K.Johnston, B.Mcllhoney,

D.Whiteley, B.Stevens, A.Stranger.

b e e

Back Row: R.Short, B.Whiteley, K Williams, C.Wingrove, G.Kemp, R.Booker, ,J Featon
R Milner, D.Adams, D.Knight, G.Bosward.

Middle Row: N.Pomfret, A Elholm, T Walker, R.Short, G Talbot, P.Buckland, J Whiteley.

Front Row: J Humphties, L Pickering, L.Yeomans, P Pomfret, C.Yates, A .Godfrey, B.Stevens
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CLUB PICNICS:

Many picnics were organized some we traveled by bus and one in particular we
traveled up the Woronora by a number of launches. This one is still fresh in the
memories of those present as we went up on the high tide, but when we came to go
back there was no water where we anchored our launches, unfortunately we had to
manhandle those heavy wooden boats for about 200 metres over rocks until we met
the water again. I can tell you it wasn’t a very good ending to what had been a very
good day.

LEARN TO SWIM:

For children to learn to swim there are now many facilities, but in 50s and 60s the
Learn to swim campaign was run by the swimming clubs. There were not any real
public pools and very few coaches. So we gave lessons down at the baths on Saturday
mornings allowing for the tide. Our facilities were very poor for teaching but hundreds
of children have been taught. It was nothing to have 100 children turn up. All the
members used to help and our chief organizers were Mrs Phyllis Pomfret, Mrs Peg
Rogers, Mr Les Dodds and Nola Stevens. As more modern facilities became available
we were required less and eventually this to faded out.

WINTER ACTIIVITIES:

With our members getting older many have retired and meet down at the baths during
the winter when the weather permits, and have morning tea and solve all the worlds
troubles. These fortunate people also arrange many train trips to the south coast which
are getting very popular.

PRESENTATION OF TROPHIES:

This has been an annual event since the club’s inception. Pre war they were presented
at a yearly dance held at the Memorial Hall or the Masonic Hall at Mortdale. After the
war Mortdale RSL took over the hall and we have had to hold these presentation in
various locations such as The Castle and even down at the baths, the last one we
returned the Mortdale RSL Club.

[a—
R
















page 65 1985 1986 SEASON

Back Row M.Akerman, F.Lynch, V.Kowron, K/Illingworth, S.Illingworth.
Third Row C.Coleman, J.Larkiss, S.Drinkwater, J.Coombs, M Frape.
Second Row N.Freestone, R.Illingworth, L.Whitcombe, C.Bleakley, K. Larkiss.
Front Row S Millbourne, R.Maynell, M.Pomfret, S.Pomfret, G.Norton.

QATLEY ASC.
1985-86

M.Coleman, M .Krelle, D Krelle, M.Demur.
Third Row: P Norton, J.Demur, K Whitcombe, T.Freestone, J.Larkiss, G.Coombs, R.Maynrnell.
Second Row  J.Maynell, M.Bleakley, A.-White, T .Millbourne, R Millbourne, R.Bleakley.
Front Row E.Burg, J.Yeomans, D.Pomfret, P.Freestone, A Bleakley, V Bleakley.
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PROMENADE97
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MEMBERS FACILITIES AT BARBCUES

ON THE PROMENADE 1997
: 1 NEERRRS
e




