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Introduction 

 
This document is meant to summarise the official records of the 
Oatley Amateur Swimming Club and to provide a consolidated 
source of material on the Clubs History. This document covers some 
400 pages and hence is not an easy document to make hard copy. 
Digital versions of the document are most convenient in terms of 
reproduction and storage and survival. The digital record will be 
placed on file in the Local History sections of the Council Libraries at 
Hurstville and Kogarah. 
 
This document is not a “story” of the Club but rather a time 
sequence of records, photos and other material obtained from 
current members. Hence it is not a readable document but more 
like an Atlas or reference book. It is arranged in date order and 
each year has the material associated with that time period. Maybe 
it could be converted to a readable book but then much of the 
graphic material would be eliminated. But here I have chosen to use 
the documents and records of the day to describe the events 
without interpretation. The vast number of stories has not been 
captured here- a bigger task than this one. Members provided much 
personally held material and they also provided personal accounts 
of their memories. Thanks to all those who assisted.  This is not the 
end of the research or search for old material but at least a start! 
 
The official source material was supplied by Mark Connell, and the 
unofficial by many members. 
 
Books on swimming competition results, members and accounts are 
held but are not covered in this report except a few account records 
 
The establishment of a website for the club is planned for the future 
and this record will be on this site. 
 
 
Rodger Robertson 2012 
  



 

 

Office bearers  
 
   President  Secretary 
1927-1929  Hedley Mallard  Harley Cohen 
1930   Hedley Mallard  Bernie Howard 
1931-1932  Hedley Mallard  W Packenham 
1933   Bernie Howard  W Packenham 
1934-1935  F Walker   W Packenham 
1936   F Walker    A Jones 
1937-1938  J Maples   B Howard 
1939   F Walker   Ray Stevens 
1940   F Walker   R Falconer 
1941-1942  W Packenham  L Packenham 
1943   R Acorn   L Mallard 
1944-1946  H Coates   F Meyer 
1947   R Patterson   Ray Stevens 
1948   W Stevens   Ray Stevens 
1949-50  W Stevens   Dave McDougall 
1951   Ray Stevens   A Uebel 
1952   Ray Stevens  Noel Moss 
1953   Ray Stevens  J Hughes 
1954-1956  Ray Stevens   Peter Moss 
1957   W Mitchell   A Uebel 
1958-1959  W Mitchell(descd) Snr VP R Hammill Sec D Adams 
1960   J Pomfret   Ron Stevens 
1961   J Pomfret   J Godfrey 
1962   J Pomfret   J F Barker 
1963   Ray Stevens  N Pomfret 
1964-1980  Ray Stevens   Esma Holt 
1981-1986  Ray Stevens  Alan Smith 
1987   Ray Stevens  Colleen Bennett 
1988-2002  Ray Stevens  Moyia Skowronski 
2003-2012  Ken McAneny  Mark Connell   

  



 

 

Life members  
H.Mallard, W Stevens, F. Walker, Ray Stevens, D.Shaw, R.Paterson, 
Ron Stevens, John Stevens, Val Lynch, Col Lynch, Moiya Skowranski 
Alan Smith 

 
 
    
 
 
 
Summary of AGMs 
 
The Club minute books cover AGMs and other committee and 
special meetings. The books cover  
 
Missing  1927-1930 
 
Book 1  from 19th August 1930 to 15th March 1938. 
 
Book 2  from 5 April 1938 to 21 March 1950 
 
Book  3 1950-1970s missing 
 
Book 4  from 1980 to 2012. 
  



 

 



 

 

Annual General Meetings 1927-29   
 
The Minute Book for this period was known to exist in early 2000 
but it is thought that it was in Ray Steven’s possession when he 
died and the Club was not able to recover this and likely other 
material from his possessions. 
 
However from other records it is known the Club started in 1927 
with the following Officials. 
   President         Secretary 
1927-1929  Hedley Mallard  Harley Cohen 
 
See more history in the appendices on the history of the club 
written by Ray Stevens – the information he had was either written 
and now lost, or verbal history given to him by his elders at the 
club. 
 

Sandy Beach in early 1920’s. 
 
This photo is from 
very early days- it 
is of the club as it 
then was but it is 
taken at the Oatley 
Pleasure Gardens. 
This was the 
original site of the 
clubs activities but 
it proved 
unsatisfactory as a 
venue and the 
Sandy Bay site was 
superior. Glenn 
Stevens has 



 

 

identified her husband (John) as a boy in the photo. 
 

The original 
photo is in the 
club house. It is 
the opening of 
the baths?? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This photo says it is 
1918. No identification of 
men in the photo has yet 
been obtained. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Its 1928- 
no turning 
board!



 

 

 
           
   

An early photo of 
the “beach”- 
rather rocky! 
  



 

 

 
Annual General Meeting 7th October 1930 
President  Ald. Walker was elected at General meeting  
4th November 1930 
Patron in-Chief Mr P Erfle 
Patrons  Mrs Smedley, Mrs Mallard senior and a host (22) of others 
VP  Mr Packenham, H. Mallard, Mr J Maples ( elected in 4th Nov 
meeting) 
Secretary  B. Howard 
Ass Sec and Social Secretary  Mr. J Maples 
Treasurer   Mr W. Stevens 
 
Life saving classes were to be taught by Miss Everingham and Mr 
Guhl. 
 
“Mr Stevens suggested that the Sec and Treasurer receive a 
nominal fee per year for services to safeguard the Club from 
embezzlement by Sec and Treasurer as many bodies have been 
robbed by Hon Secs and they have no legal sull on them” _ the 
concept was referred to Ald. Patrick. 
 
Johnny Nathan Cup presented to Mr J Montague for 12 months. 
 
General meetings in 1930/31 
Advertising the clubs activities in local newspapers and shop 
windows discussed. 
 
Prizes were reduced due the “Depression”. 
The suggestion that the Secretary and Treasurer be paid was 
agreed at next General meeting. The annual payment was 2/6. 
 
The Club had a tennis court that the people who rented it said it 
was too short. To solve this the Club looked at buying more land. 
 
Depth boards at the swimming were discussed. 
The tennis court users asked that the wire be pegged down. 
 
In this year Club meetings were held every two weeks but a 
proposal to hold them monthly was agreed in May 1931. 
 
Miss Green and Mr McNaulty were thanked for their donation of 
their share in the Land Syndicate. There was some form of land 
share scheme where members paid into a money scheme. 
 
It was proposed that a chain be obtained and run along the bottom 
of the Baths to “shift the mud”. 
  



 

 

Annual General Meeting 1st September 1931 
President  H Mallard  
Patron in-Chief Mr P Erfle 
Patrons  Mrs Smedley, Mrs Mallard senior and a host of others 
VP  Mr L Mallard, L. Mallard,  A Jones 
Secretary  L. Packenham 
Ass Sec and Social Secretary  Mr. J Maples 
Treasurer   Mr W. Stevens 
 
Mr J Maples and Mr F Walker made a life members. 
 
It was moved and carried that members speaking out of their turn 
be fined. 
The tennis court was extended. Mrs Wane was thanked for her use 
of the land to do so 
Euchre and Housie parties were begun. 
Dances were also organised and made small profits. Tickets were 
Men 1/6 women 1/-. 
The club purchased some seats for the club rooms. 
Income was earned through donations, dances, tennis tournaments 
and other functions. 
A stopwatch was purchased for £2/2/0. 
  



 

 

Annual General Meeting 13th October 1932  
President  H Mallard  
Patron in-Chief Mr P Erfle  
Patrons  Mrs Smedley, Mrs Mallard senior and a host of others 
VP  Mr L Mallard, L. Mallard,  A Jones 
Secretary  Mr.L. Packenham 
Ass Sec Mr. J Maples 
Treasurer   Mr W. Stevens 
Social Secretary   Mrs F Dahl 
 
The meeting proposed to get 200 Programs printed for 32/33 and 
200 entry forms. 
 
The Council was asked to dredge the baths so that they could 
operate in any tide. Also they were asked to built a stone wall along 
the pool to make some sort of enclosure so that water would be 
retained at lower tides. 
 
  



 

 

Annual General Meeting 11th October 1933 
President  B.Howard  
Patron in-Chief Mr P Erfle  
Patrons  not mentioned by name 
Secretary  Mr.L. Packenham 
Ass Sec A Jones 
Treasurer   Mr W. Stevens 
Social Secretary   Mrs F Dahl 
 
As usual a number of other positions were elected- Capt, Vice Capt, 
Auditors etc but this year the handicapper and starter positions 
were separated. 
 
The Financial year was changed to 1/9 to 31/8.  
The AGM was to be held in September each year. 
This meeting adjourned till 17 October 1933 whence it continued. 
The usual occurrence was that club delegates were sent to meeting 
of the NSWASA and to St George ASA. 
Ald Mallard and Mr D Shaw were elected as a Life members.  
Unemployed members(remember the Depression) were given extra 
time to pay their fees.  
Euchre and Housie nights were Mondays. 
The Points score system was cut out during school holidays. 
 
The meeting then adjourned again for a week when the accounts 
were approved and a few other items. 
 
Committee meetings during the year. 
The condition of the baths was declared b=very poor and 
complaints and petitions to Hurstville council were made. 
The Munro Trophy for the best Junior was declared. 
The Club had a water polo team. 
Ray Stevens (RFJ) joins the Club 7/11/33. 
Mr Starkey(VP) resigns. 
The Mick Simmons and Saltwell trophies be swum for in March. 
Miss Gwen Patterson was invited to swim in the 50 yards race. 
Mr W Stevens son was disqualified from a race held the previous 
week. 
There was a 300 yard relay race. The prize was £1/1/-. 
A trophy donated by Mrs Rose for U14 Junior girl was donated. 
Mr Lawler donated  trophies for Ladies Junior and Gents Junior.  
Picnic held at Wonoona- train was the 830 and return by 710 train. 
 
Trophies 
Ladies 50 Yards Handicap Lawler Trophy 10/6 
Gents 400 yards Lawler trophy P1 
Junior 200 yards handicap Fisher Gold Medal 
Ladies 100 yards Handicap Erfle Trophy 7/6 
Junior 50 yards Handicap Patterson Trophy 7/6 
 



 

 

A roller was proposed to be purchased for the tennis court. 
 
Cabaret Ball held at Hurstville Regent Hall- entry 3/3 but later 
increased to 3/6 and later again to 3/-. 300 tickets printed. And the 
Club asked for permission to sell liquor and they wrote to the State 
Gov to try to avoid Amusement tax. The Propellor and St George 
Call were used as papers for advertisements of the Ball. The final 
profit was £10/14/4. 
A Presentation Ball was planned for Oatley Masonic Hall. Entry 
Gents 1/6 ladies 1/-. 200 tickets printed. The night made a profit of 
£5/12/1 
A special fund was collected for R Clark to help his Empire games 
expenses. 
There is discussion of cementing the platform at the end of the pool 
and putting the turning board at 55 yards. 
The Annual Report printing costs of £1/15/0 to The Express was 
paid. 
The committee agreed to withhold some of the profits from the 
Euchre and Housie towards a point score for players of this activity. 
A Launch Picnic to East Hills was to be held on 8 Hour day. The 
launch cost £10 for the day and would go to Hollywood. Two 5 
gallons kegs of Ginger beer were purchased. The picnic made a loss 
of 10/4. 
 
 
 
 
This was photographed just after the opening of the present baths 

around 
1934/35.  The 
old dressing 
shed is still 
there and the 
first turning 
board has 
been 
installed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  



 

 

 
 

 
 
This was photographed 
about 1930 - races 
were held from the 
beach to the wire 
netting.  Notice that 
lanes were used  
In the background is 
the boat shed which 
was used by the 
Jewfish Point Boat 
Club. 
Notice there is only 
one house on the point 
and the old Como rail 
bridge. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Annual General Meeting 13th September1934 
President  F Walker  
Patron in-Chief Mr P Erfle  
Patrons  not mentioned by name 
Secretary  Mr.W.L. Packenham 
Ass Sec A Jones 
Treasurer   Mr W. Stevens 
Social Secretary   J Lawler 
 
The auditors found that 5/- had gone missing but it was agreed to 
wipe it off! 
 
Committee events 
W Kerr was a company that produced the club trophies and it 
donated a trophy for the best point score. 
The Club repaired the turning board with timbered purchased. 
The weekend races ended in controversy about the handicaps and 
results were stood over until and investigation was made at next 
committee. But nothing happened. 
A letter was written to Hurstville Council “for an expression from 
Council in the wearing of shorts at Sandy Beach.” 
 
AGMs and Committee meetings were held in the “Club Room”> 
 
Every year there was a Ham raffle and this raised money for the 
club. This year it made £4/7/3. 
A new Years party had been organised for the club members over 
last few years. It lost £1/2/3 this year. 
 
More requests to the Council for work at Sandy Beach – and to 
reduce rates on the property. The latter request seem to have some 
impact as a month later we thanked the Council. 
 
The minutes refer to “dodgers’ and these seem to be some form of 
brochure or printed material. 
A junior swimmer C Fuirumu got third in the district 100 yards and 
won the 50 yards under 14 championship in 29 seconds. 
Several members got Life Saving awards. 
 
A Mad Hatters dance was set up with prizes for various categories. 
Admittance was 1/-each and a raffle off 10/- be organised with a 
penny a ticket. 500 tickets printed. Considerable effort in 
advertising and organising these events were made by several 
people. Other dances and presentation nights were regular features 



 

 

of the clubs activities. The organization of a decent orchestra was a 
well discussed requirement. 
 
1933/34 accounts 
 
Extracted from Accounts Book  1929-1959  shillings and pence rounded. 
 
 
 
 
Balance sheet  £ 
 
Land Syndicate  10  Land and buildings  321 
Council rates outstanding 6  Club room fittings  40 
Typewriter owing  2   Piano    30 
Excess assets over liabilities 431   Typewriter   7 
      Life saving respirator  2 
      Outstanding fees  4 
      Tennis court   40 
      Cash    5 
 

439      439 
 
 
  



 

 

 
Annual General Meeting 17th September1935 
 
President  F Walker  
Patron in-Chief Ald H Mallard  
Vice presidents B Howard, A Jones, J Postill 
Patrons  several mentioned. 
Secretary  Mr.L. Packenham 
Ass Sec A Jones 
Treasurer   Mr W. Stevens ( but was replaced mid year by Mr J 
Lawler) 
Social Secretary   J Lawler 
 
Under the land scheme the following families became members-
Forrest, Fisher, Corbett, Ball, Fitzsimons, Rowe, Ward. 
 
Entry fees for year are 6/- gents, 3/- ladies, 2/6 juniors. 
 
The treasurer was asked to purchase the land share scheme shares 
from late L Mallard. 
 
The main swimming events in this year were 50 yards and 100 
yards. One event was 150 yards and only one length of the baths in 
the season. 
 
On January 1936 the committee meeting was short as the King had 
died. Indeed there was discussion as to whether the meeting should 
be held at all! 
 
Dances were organised for the first Saturday of each month from 
May, June July August and September. Whilst there was no 
swimming the members had monthly dances. The selection of 
orchestra was no doubt an issue- the Felix Orchestra of three was 
hired for the June dance for 37/6. 
 
The Picnic was planned for Stanwell park and the Railways were 
asked to stop a train at Oatley. The picnic included sporting events 
such as running and jumping and events such as egg and spoon 
and three legged race, and thread and needle race(mixed). The 
men and juniors ran 100yds whilst the women were required to run 
75 yds. Kegs of ginger beer ordered but the leftovers was used at 
the next dance! 
 
The £6/9/0 rates again caused an issue and Hurstville Council was 
asked for a rebate. 
 
As well as other events there was a regular “Ladies afternoon”- 
what it consisted of is unknown but it did raise revenue for the club. 
Euchre could have been played. 



 

 

 
The Clubs urn at the clubhouse made the news- it was first broken 
and needed £1 to fix it – it was then stolen. 
 
 
  



 

 

Annual General Meeting 17th September1936 
President  F Walker (he resigned in January 1937 and replaced by 
Mr Howard) 
Patron in-Chief Ald H Mallard  
Vice presidents B Howard, A Jones, J Postill- (due to resignation of 
the president in Jan 1937 and the promotion of Mr Howard, a new 
VP was elected Mr J Maples) 
Patrons  several mentioned. 
Secretary  A Jones 
Ass Sec W Packenham 
Treasurer Mr J Lawler 
Social Secretary   F O’Sullivan ( resigned March 1937 and replaced 
by J Maples) 
Trustees for Life  W Stevens, J Maples, A Auld 
 
The club hall was hired out and was maintained by club members. It 
was used for election days. 
 
The land deeds are referred to in a committee meeting ut what 
about is unknown. Much of the property business seems to be a 
separate organization. 
In this year a major rewrite of the club rules was made. 
Some interesting facts of these rules were-  
. the club colours are blue, black and white 
. new members must fill out form, be proposed and seconded and 
face a general meeting and get a 2/3 majority of the vote. 
. general meetings are twice per month. 
. the duties of each officer bearer are defined and remember there 
were around 20 office bearers. 
. fees were the annual fee (6/- for gents and reduced rates for 
others) but there was an entrance fee for races of seniors 6 pence 
and 3 pence for juniors. 
. in races the scratch man was entitled to select the lane. 
. protests in races are permitted to the Secretary immediately the 
event finishes but a deposit of 2/6 is required and it is forfeited if 
the committee think the protest is frivolous. 
.the clubs property interests are in the hands of the trustees. 
.changes in the club rules are only at a general meeting with ¾ 
majority. 
 
This years launch picnic was held at Prince Edward Park with boats 
leaving from Sandy Beach. 
 
The annual Carnival had several events- entry fees were seniors 1/- 
Juniors 6d. Winners and runners-up got the following prizes- fro 
example 50 yds schoolboy champion 10/- and 5/-, whilst seniors 
100 yds got £1/1/- and 10/6. 
The carnival included competitors from other clubs and was distinct 
form the Club championships that were for members only. 
 



 

 

Hurstville Council had a Jubilee celebration and spend £125 getting 
local school children to the park and refreshments. The club got £15 
for its part in the celebrations. 
The 1936/37 Water Polo team won some competition- the won 
£2/2/- and had their photo taken and presented to the club- the 
photo is shown in the Clubs 1997 Celebration document. At the end 
of 1937, the water polo ball became deflated and a new ball had to 
be purchased! 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

The 1936/37 Report was very comprehensive- worth reading for 
history and state of club. 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

  
Annual General Meeting 21st September 1937 
 
President  J Maples ( in an election against B Howard) 
Patron in-Chief Ald H Mallard  
Vice presidents B Howard, A Jones, W Packenham 
Patrons  several mentioned. 
Secretary  B Howard 
Ass Sec F Smith 
Treasurer   A Jones 
Social Secretary   J Lawler 
And numerous other positions. 
 
In this year the Water Board broke into the tennis court and 
removed our roller. We sought the roller back and asked for 
damages to be paid to the wire nets. 
 
Hurstville Council exempted us from rates! 
 
The deeds of the Land was transferred to the Club 9n June 1938 on 
payment of £9. Also the deeds of the Land Syndicate Block was 
transferred to us and then to the Trustees. Mr Packenham was most 
influential in getting the deeds. The deeds were deposited at the 
“Bank” but the Bank would not accept them unless we had a cheque 
account. 
 
Mr and Mrs Chopping had their ruby wedding anniversary and we let 
them have the hall for gratis. 
 
The two photos below emphasis the separation of men and women. 
 



 

 

 
  



 

 

Annual General Meeting 20th September 
1938 
President  J Maples (in an election against Mr Packenham and F 
Walker) 
Patron in-Chief Mr Lawler  
Vice presidents F Walker, A Jones, W Packenham 
Patrons  several mentioned. 
Secretary  B Howard 
Ass Sec J Smith 
Treasurer   A Jones 
Social Secretary   J Maples 
And numerous other positions including Hon Solicitor, Hon medical 
officer, Life Saving Instructor. 
 
Membership was an issue and various schemes proposed to 
increase it- members were required to introduce 3 new members, a 
trophy for the member introducing the most new members etc. 
Signage space at Mortdale station was sought.  
 
The club wanted to sell the tennis court. 
 
Push bikes were banned from the Club rooms at Sandy beach. 
 
Throughout these early years there was much traffic in interclub 
correspondence on carnivals and swimming meetings and also with 
the peak swimming bodies. 
 
A raffle for a cushion was help to raise money for Life saving 
awards- 1000 tickets at 3d each. 
 
Picnic to Stanwell Park organised. 
 
7/6 was spent on decorating the club room. 
 



 

 

Annual General Meeting 19th September 
1939 
President  F Walker ( in an election against W Packenham) 
Patron in-Chief Mr R Lawler  
Vice presidents B Howard, A Jones, W Packenham 
Patrons  several mentioned. 
Secretary  R Stevens 
Ass Sec B Howard 
Treasurer   A Jones 
Social Secretary   J Maples 
Trustees  A Auld, J Maples, W Stevens. 
 
And numerous other positions. 
 
WW2 has just begun but no mention! Except that by June 1940 the 
club is involved in the Mortdale Patriotic Committee that helped our 
soldiers overseas. The Committee was granted use of our Hall 
whenever they needed it. 
Later the Hurstville Patriotic Committee War Fund asked us for 
money- but the Club explained that we belonged to the Mortdale 
Committee. 
 
Club fees unchanged. Committee and general meetings were 
discussed. Previously both had been held at varying intervals 
throughout the year. Now the practice was for general meetings 
every month and no committee meetings. 
 
In interclub events the handicapping system was challenged. 
A respirator was purchased and members were coached in how to 
use it. 
In September the Club had cash of £14/7/10. 
 



 

 

  



 

 

Annual General Meeting 17th September 
1940 
President  F Walker ( in an election against W Packenham) 
Patron in-Chief Mr R Lawler  
Vice presidents B Howard, A Jones, W Packenham 
Patrons  several mentioned. 
Secretary  R Falconer 
Ass Sec B Howard  but resigned in May 1941 and replaced by R 
Stevens. 
Treasurer   A Jones 
Social Secretary   J Maples 
 
Swimmers are warned against “foxing”! 
The picnic choice was Thirroul. 
The Ladies Club Championship first introduced. 
 
 

 
 
Probably from a local 
paper. 
 
 
  



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

Annual General Meeting 23rd September 
1941 
President W Packenham 
Patron in-Chief Mr R Lawler  
Vice presidents B Howard, A Jones, J Maples 
Patrons  several mentioned. 
Secretary  L G Packenham 
Ass Sec W Packenham 
Treasurer   A Jones 
Social Secretary   J Maples 
 
An ad was to be placed at Mortdale Cinema. It went for several 
weeks and cost 13/6. 
The picnic was cancelled because of lack of discount train fares. 
Mr S Auld’s donated a case of apples! 
The 1941 Annual report was sent to “members in fighting forces 
overseas”. 
 
Annual General Meeting 15th September 
1942 
President W Packenham  
Patron in-Chief Mr R Lawler  
Vice presidents H Mallard, A Jones, J Maples 
Patrons  several mentioned. 
Secretary  L G Packenham 
Ass Sec W Packenham 
Treasurer   A Jones 
Social Secretary   J Maples 
 
Annual General Meeting 21st September 1943 
 
President now called Chairman - Ray Acorn 
Patrons  several mentioned. 
Secretary  L Mallard 
Treasurer   G Fuimini 
 
A major change in Clubs officials. Those above were the only ones 
elected at the meeting. 
 
 A local learn to swim program commenced. A bus was run to and 
fro Oatley on Saturday and Sunday with 90 pupils. 
 
There were no meetings from Feb 1944 till the AGM in November. 
 
  



 

 

Annual General Meeting 7th November 1944 
President H Coates defeated R Acorn in ballot. 
Patron in-Chief none  
Vice presidents W Stevens, D Fletcher J Neilson 
Patrons  several mentioned. 
Secretary   F Meyer 
Ass Sec none 
Treasurer   A Jones  ( was elected “again”) 
Social Secretary   none 
 
The Club opened a cheque account. 
 
A local learn to swim program continued. A bus was run to and fro 
Oatley on Saturday and Sunday with 90 pupils. 
 
The usual requests to Council on the turning board and shark proof 
net were continued but a new one is the provision of showers at 
Sandy beach. The turning board was lifted by the club and repaired- 
the council sent a cheque for £25/2/9. 
 
19th December 1944 H Belcher is admitted as a junior. 
 
The Club had debts and a report was requested to see how the 
eliminate them. 
Oatley Youth League was approached to get girl members to the 
club. 
A winter sport activity was proposed- athletics and basketball. And 
Thursday nights were for euchre, draughts, bridge, 500, quoits, 
table tennis, darts, volleyball, monopoly, debates etc. The athletics 
was to be held at Oatley park oval. 
Discussion of changing championship events from yards to metres 
but lost at this time. 
The soil was collected and sent to labs to see whether there was 
tinea in the soil. 
 
  



 

 

Annual General Meeting 18th September 1945 
President H Coates defeated G Hand in ballot. 
Patron in-Chief H Mallard 
Vice presidents D Fletcher G Hand W Dawes 
Patrons  several mentioned. 
Secretary   F Meyer 
Ass Sec C Stevens 
Treasurer   A Jones   
Social Secretary   Ray Stevens 
Trustees  A Auld, J Maples, W Stevens 
 
Land Liabilities to be investigated and report.- But this is rarely 
recorded in the minutes. But here there are records- £70 is still 
owing to land syndicate holders. The issue was to remove the debt. 
 
R Acorn is permanently disqualified from Oatley ASC. This was 
somehow reduced to 3 years. The State ASA was notified. Why was 
he disqualified?? 
 
More work on the turning board. 
 
The “Splash” first edition goes out- N Thomas was the promoter. 
The council has erected lights at the baths but had not turned them 
on due to “present emergency restrictions”. 
Thirroul was the scene of the annual picnic and Thirroul ASC was 
contacted to hold some events on the picnic day. 
 
Treasurer reports that the club is in a “fairly sound financial 
position”. 
 
The council agrees to moving the partition in the clubroom to 
increase its size. But they wont put in a springboard. Electricity 
would be available soon at the clubhouse. 
 
The clubhouse was broken into in Feb 1946 but no one found 
responsible. 
The Oatley Hall was not a registered Public Hall and hence the Club 
could no further hire it out. But this was circumvented by allowing 
free access and a later donation would be made by users- especially 
the Oatley West Progress Association. 
A Victory day picnic was held in June 1946. 
 



 

 

  



 

 

Annual General Meeting 1st September 1946 
 
President H Coates defeated W Dawes in ballot. 
Patron in-Chief J Maples 
Vice presidents Mr Patterson, D Fletcher W Dawes 
Patrons  several mentioned. 
Secretary   F Meyer 
Ass Sec J Smith 
Treasurer   A Jones   
Trustees J Maples, W Stevens, A Auld 
Social sec H Duckworth and T Murphy elected 5 November 1946. 
100 copies of Splash produced. 
 
Learn to Swim continues to be a major activity for the Club. 
 
 
Finance report not yet audited. But at later meeting accepted- 
£34/5/6 in the Bank. 
 
Annual fees up to Seniors 12/6 - Juniors 6/-. Ladies 7/6 and that all 
race fees be eliminated. Up to now there was an entry fee to each 
race. 
 
Night races were discussed. Council was requested to purchase a 
floating barge to be used as the turning board. The council found 
the cost too much. But the lights were turned on. 
 
The wire in the baths was so bad that the club decided to cancel 
races unless the wire was mended. Some meetings cancelled in 
October 1946. By 3 December the net was repaired. 
 
Club swimming caps purchased. 51/- per dozen. 
 
The Picnic and events was at Thirroul again. 
 
The Splash was discontinued in January 1947. 
From April 1947 no meetings till AGM. 
 
  



 

 

Annual General Meeting 16th September 
1947 
President R Patterson 
Patron in-Chief J Maples 
Vice presidents W Hirst, F Meyer, H Coates 
Patrons  several mentioned. 
Secretary   R Stevens 
Ass Sec H Duckworth  
Treasurer   ????   
Trustees J Maples, W Stevens, A Auld 
Social Sec A Jeffery and F Stevens 
 
Bank balance of £32/15/-. 
Hurstville Council again donates the rates. 
Council supplied 5 drums to assist in the repair of the turning board. 
They also paid the Club £6 to assist. It seems that the club was left 
to its own devices to get the turning board in shape.  
At this time a lot of work on the Hall was being done with timber 
and roofing material purchased. Also some extensions being 
planned. The Trustees were asked to borrow $100 for all the capital 
works. 
  



 

 

Annual General Meeting 7th September 1948 
President W Stevens 
Patron in-Chief Mr Cuthbertson ( due a donation for which he was 
thanked) 
Vice presidents D Shaw, W Craven Mr Patterson 
Patrons  several mentioned. 
Secretary   R Stevens 
Ass Sec Mr P Patterson  
Treasurer   Mr H Duckworth  ( resigned 5th October 1948) Mr R 
Hand elected. 
Trustees D Shaw, W Stevens, A Auld 
Social Sec Mr J Burke 
 
Picnic to Wattamolla by bus. But another picnic at Prince Edward 
park proposed – and getting there was by train and then a walk? 
 
There was a Christmas Scramble organised and prizes awarded. 
The recording of new members was not by name any more- or at 
least not recorded “several new members were admitted”! 
 
A Loud Speaker was purchased for £15. It needed a power point to 
work which was not then available. 
Night races were scheduled for 730pm in Feb 1949. 
The slippery pole event was taken off the Carnival events list. 
A Fete was held in Feb1949 and it made £53/1/0. 
As well as the usual requests to Council for turning boards and wire 
repairs- this year we asked for a phone to be connected to the 
Baths. 
The Club held a bonfire night in May 
Dances Fancy Dress balls and Film nights (also callisthenics) were 
organised during the off season- they raised money and provided 
entertainment for the members. Indeed there was a regular dance 
organised every Friday night in July August 1949. These were held 
at the Masonic Hall Oatley. 
Splash was continued and one edition had 1000 copies printed. 
The Clubs sign at “the station” cost 27/- to NSW Railways. 



 

 

 
 
1947/48 accounts 
 
Extracted from Accounts Book  1929-1959  shillings and pence rounded. 
 
 
 
 
Balance sheet  £ 
 
Land Syndicate  54  Land and buildings  300 
Trophies outstanding  20  Club room fittings  68 
Excess assets over liabilities 340  Piano    10 
      Typewriter   7 
      Life saving respirator  2 
      Outstanding fees  1 
      Cash    18 
 

379      379 
  



 

 

Annual General Meeting 6th September 1949 
President W Stevens 
Patron in-Chief Mr Cuthbertson 
Vice presidents D Shaw, W Craven Mr Patterson 
Patrons  anyone who donated. 
Secretary   D McDougall 
Ass Sec Mr P Patterson  
Treasurer Mr R Hand  
Trustees D Shaw, W Stevens, A Auld 
Social Sec Mr J Burke (Mrs J Stevens elected in Jan 1950 to Asst 
Soc Sec) 
 
More tar drums (44 gallon type) and timber for the turning board. It 
was pulled out of the water and repaired in September 1949. Two 
were donated but the council supplied several drums. 
 
The State ASA donated money (£10?) to the Maitland Flood relief 
fund. Our Club donated £2/2/0 to a similar fund. 
 
An official Club Badge was designed in embroidery and plans to 
purchase a number at around 6/3 each. The colours in the badge 
had some discussion but what they ended up as in not recorded. 
 
Forbes Carlisle produced a film on the 1950 Empire Games that re 
club wished to show and have Mr Carlisle at the occasion. 
 
The Callisthenics evening lost 10/6! 
 
The Club donated £5 for Mr Shaw’s wedding eve! Club members 
were invited to make a contribution but later minutes show a “poor 
result”. 
The Club was in a Water polo comp. 
There was a free Caltex Oil picture night at the club rooms. “Shell “ 
had some later in the year as did the Gas Company. 
 
The council came in for the usual but again showers were requested 
and the prohibition of dogs was requested. 
 
Learn to swim campaign was again run with “great success”. 
 
Donations of money were always flowing in but several other 
donations were recorded over the years- 3lbs of tea, sweets, a 
“duchess set” being some examples. The food items ended up in the 
Xmas hamper raffle. 
One of the Friday night dances ended with drunken and disorderly 
conduct! 
A fancy dress race was proposed. 
 
Thirroul was the venue of the picnic. 
 



 

 

Motorbike club members were prohibited from riding their bikes on 
to swimming areas. 
 
A fence was to be built around the Club property. 
 
There was a “Frank Stevens Fund” – for what purpose? As well as 
the fund there was a party to be held for him and his parents. 
 
A event of relay races was set for 9pm on a Thursday night in 
January 1950. 
The Fete this year had a flower display competition and the RAS 
was asked to provide judges. 
 
A picnic for “mental diggers” was organised with Oatley RSL. 
 
A girls basketball competition had an entry form our Club. The Club 
was happy to sponsor team with purchase of a ball. 
 
The Carnival was to be held at Moorefield Racecourse- the current 
site of the TAFE and high schools. It seems there was a procession 
on the day and the Club decided not to enter a float. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

  



 

 

Splash was the clubs magazine-  here is a 1949 copy.  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Annual General Meeting 1950 to 1959 are 
missing 
However the accounts book recorded some basic information about 
the president and Secretary etc and there are several brochures of 
the program and some editions of Splash to fill in some of the 
history at this time. 
 

 
Early 50’s photo 

 
 
  



 

 

Office bearers 1950  
Not recorded but it is most likely the same President ( W Stevens ) 
and Secretary (Dave McDougall) were re-elected. The Annual 
Report for 1949/50 was presented at this AGM but no minutes have 
been found. 
 
 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 
 
September 1950 Splash 
 
  



 

 

November 1950 Splash 
 

 
  



 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

Annual General Meeting 1951  
 
President Ray Stevens 
Secretary  A Uebel 
Treasurer  J Parker 
 

  



 

 

  



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

Office Bearers 1952/53 
 
President  Ray Stevens 
Secretary  Noel Moss 
Treasurer   Joan Parker 
 
“Learn to Swim” was a campaign that the OAS was involved around 
this time. 

  



 

 

 
Office Bearers 1953/54 
 
President   Ray Stevens 
Secretary J Hughes 
Treasurer  Wendy Davies 
 

 
  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
  



 

 

Office Bearers 1954/55 
 
President Ray Stevens 
Secretary Peter Moss 
Treasurer  Wendy Davies 

  



 

 

 
Office Bearers  1955/56 
 
President  Ray Stevens 
Secretary  Peter Moss 
Treasurer   Alf Humphreys 

  



 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

Office Bearers 1956/57 
 
President  Ray Stevens 
Secretary  Peter Moss 
Treasurer   Alf Humphreys 
 
 

  



 

 

Office Bearers 1957/58 
 
President  W Mitchell 
Secretary  A Uebel 
Treasurer   C Lynch 
 

  



 

 

 

 
 
Sydney 
Morning Herald   



 

 

 
Office Bearers 1958/59 
 
Patron P Mullane 
President  W Mitchell   desceased 
Senior VP     R Hammill 
VP  Ray Stevens 
Secretary  D Adams 
Asst Secretary   Miss J Bosward 
Treasurer   C Lynch 
 
1958/59 accounts 
 
Extracted from Accounts Book  1929-1959  shillings and pence rounded. 
 
 
Receipts  £     Payments   £ 
 
Cash at bank 21/8/58     154  Hall expenses   64 
Hire of Hall   228  Rates Taxes Insurance  83 
Donations   5  Club expenses   80 
Social comm. Revenue 223  Donation Mortdale Pensioners 25 
Membership fees etc  102  Oatley Red Cross  12 
      Trophies   132 
      Fire extinguisher  13 
      Petty cash   5 
      Cash at bank    299 
 
    713      713 
 
 
Balance sheet  £ 
 
Accumulated funds  2414  Land and buildings  `800 
      Club room fittings  124 
      Piano    20 
      Typewriter   35 
      Stop watches   30 
      PA system   18 
      Duplicating machine  60 
      Electric stove   15 
      Fire extinguisher  13 
      Cash    299 
 

2414      2414 
 
 
 



1959 onwards 
 
The following General meetings in 1959 are reported in some detail. 
The rest of this document the business of general meetings is 
reported for interesting and important items only. This set of 
meetings is reported in detail not for any reason except that it was 
recorded in detail, but later it was decided that the whole history of 
the club could not be so detailed. This year is left as an example of 
the meetings and the record of them. 
These meetings are reported exactly as per the minute book except 
some material has been omitted as it is of only limited interest and 
information in italics is an author generated summary of the minute 
book.  
General Meeting 3 Feb 1959 
 
President Mr W. Mitchell in chair. 
 
Minutes of previous meeting accepted. W Mitchell/ A. Smith moved 
minutes received. R. Stevens/D Knight minutes adopted. 
 
Accounts.  10/- for chair. 
 
Reports   Xmas party  £13-9-0 
  Euchre and housie 28 Jan  £4-1-6 
 
General Business 
 Moved R Stevens/ B Hammill that handicappers and club 
captain form a special race committee on memorial trophies. 
 Moved B Hammill/ A Smith that new ropes be purchased. For 
lanes. 
 
 Moved R Short / B Hammill that committee be formed for new 
swimming pool. Members of committee are – B Hammill, W Mitchell, 
R Short, B Belcher, R.C. Stevens, A Uebel, R Stevens. 
 
 Report from B Belcher that roster has been made for 
members attending euchre and housie. 
 
 Moved A Dodd/ D Knight that club has annual picnic. 
 
 It was decided that swimmers in length of baths must use 
only one style of stroke. 
 
Closed 10pm 
 
 
 



General meeting  17 Feb 1959 
 
President Mr W. Mitchell in chair. 
 
Accounts     10/- for chair 
  £3-12-0 for piano tuning. 
 
Reports Housie and euchre   10 Feb  £3-9-10 
  Xmas Housie and euchre  £5-9-10 
  Butler and Norman £24-17-0 
  Bluetop £2-0-0 
  It was reported by Mr Hammill that “Splash” was 
successful enough to be issued fortnightly. 
 
After other general business the meeting closed at 10.5 pm. 
 
General meeting  3 March 1959 
 
President Mr W. Mitchell in chair. 
 
Accounts Mitchells sports store £4-9-1 
  Chair for turning board £1-7-0 
 
Reports     Housie and euchre 24 Feb £7-15-6 
  1st March Carnival  and raffle  £13-11-0 
   
After other general business the meeting closed at 10 pm. 
 
General meeting  17 March 1959 
 
President Mr W. Mitchell in chair. 
 
Reports Cheque from Butler and Norman for £28-8-0 
  Housie and euchre  10 March  £4-0-6 
  Mens carnival programmes  £2-1-0 
         Raffle        £13-6-0 
 
General Business      One items referred to the proposal to build a 
swimming pool next to the Club Hall. There seems to have been 
much discussion and debate and an alternative that an all tide pool 
be built and Sandy Beach. 
 
After other general business the meeting closed at 10.30 pm. 
A.Uebel  Hon Sec 
 
 
 



 
General meeting  April 1959 
 
President Mr W. Mitchell in chair. 
 
Letter from Hurstville Council regarding meeting with Works 
Committee. 
 
Accounts   Saunders Pty Ltd for trophy  £11.12.6 
  Electric jug  £3.2.6 
 
Income from Butter & Norman for bottles   £26.16.4 and £10.1.0 
 
Social Secretary Betty Belcher reported  Euchre and Housie  24/3  
£3.6.6 and 31 March for Red Cross  £12.0.0 
 
Ray Stevens reported that Mr G. Bosword had offered to conduct 
the callisthenics lessons for the club during winter. 
 
A bus picnic to National park was planned for 7th June. 
 
Meeting closed 915pm- A. Uebel Hon Sec. 
 
 
General Meeting 21 April 1959 
 
Mr W Mitchell in chair. 
 
Letter from NSWASA 
 
Electric light bill  £7.5.0 
South Hurstville Timber yards  £4.9.0 
 
Housie and Euchre  14 April £4.11.8 
Oyster bottles  £1.8.0 
 
A few other items and meeting closed 855 pm   
W. Derrett 
 
General meeting  19 May 1959 
 
President Mr W Mitchell in chair 
 
Accounts  Saunders  £4.0.4 
 
Housie and Euchre  28/4  £2.14.10 
      12 may £3.6.2 



Social night   £10.7.7 
 
Meeting closed 845pm 
W Derrett. 
 
 
General Meeting  16 June 59 
 
Vice President Bob Hammill in chair. 
 
Letter from Hurstville Council that the dressing shed at baths would 
be rented for £1 per annum. 
 
Accounts-  pay Hurstville Council £1 
  Electricity  £4.17.11 
 
Housie income  26/5  £4.10.0 
   9/6 £2.18.6 
loss on picnic   £10.13.7 
 
Meeting closed 9pm 
 
General meeting July 1959 
 
President Mr W Mitchell in chair. 
 
Account nil 
 
Income  housie  23/6 £3.15.3 
   30/6 £3.11.4 for first aid kit 
   14/7  £4.15.3 
 
Special trophies ordered 
50m Junior Freestyle Champ to be known as W. Packenham 
Memorial trophy. 
200m Ladies Freestyle Champ to be known as Auld Memorial 
Trophy. 
 
Ron Short reported that his trophy for the u/12 100 m Champ 
would be known as A.T. Beckett Memorial Trophy and u/14 200 m 
Champ as the A.H. Short Memorial Trophy. 
 
Letter written to Hurstville Council regarding repairs to framework 
and also wire netting. 
 
A stapling machine was ordered. 
 



Meeting closed 915 pm  A. Uebel Hon Sec 

 
 
 



 

Annual General Meeting 1st September 1959 
President Mr W. Mitchell in chair. 
 
Accounts  Trophy engraving  £2.14.0 
  Anthony Hordens for trophies  £165.4.10 
 
Reports.   Cheque from Mr Cross for trophies £2.2.0 
  Cheque from A Uebel for trophies £2.2.0 
  Housie and euchre  28/7  £3.17.7 
        11/8  £3.9.0 
        25/8  £1.12.9 
  Cheque from Oatley RSL for $15.15.0 for club funds. 
   
  Vote of thanks to Betty Belcher for work as Social sec. 
 
Election of Office bearers for 1959/60 season  
Patron  Mr P Mullane 
President  Mr W Mitchell 
Vice Patrons – all club donors 
Vice Presidents  B. Hammill, J. Pomfret, R. Stevens, Mrs Bosword  
 
Life members   H.Mallard, W Stevens, F. Walker, Ray Stevens, D. 
Shaw, R.Paterson. 
 
Hon Sec.  D Adams 
Ass Sec  J. Bosword 
Minute Sec W.Derrett 
Treasurer  C. Lynch 
Starter  R. Short 
Check Starter  G. Bosword 
Referee  R. Paterson 
Ladies sec  V. Hammill 
Works Committee  L. Dodd, K. Williams, H Akerman, B. Hammill, W. 
Mitchell, Ron Stevens, B.Belcher, A. Uebel, Ron Short, H. Lupton 
 
Handicappers  Ron Stevens, L. Dodd, R. Adams 
Club Captains  H. Akerman, J. Bosword, V.Hammill, Ron Short. 
Judge and Timekeeper A Stanners 
Race Recorder  Mrs Stanners   
Assist Race Recorder  Mrs Bosword 
Learn to swim instructor  L. Dodd 
Publicity Officer  B. Hammill 
Caretaker  W. Stevens 
Race secretary  Ray Stevens 
Auditor A Humphries, J. Stevens 



Delegates to NSWASA R. Paterson ,  St G ASA  Ron Stevens Ray 
Stevens, W Mitchell. 
 
Other matters were discussed in general business 
Meeting closed 11pm D Adams Hon Sec. 

 
For the years general meetings the following summary. 
In this year the Council Officially opened the dressing sheds. Club 
officials had to be “suitably attired for the opening of the clubroom”. 
Hurstville Council also reduced the rates by £12/15/-. 
The club had a starters gun as it cost money to buy gun cartridges. 
NSWASA affiliation fees based on 25 seniors and 44 juniors was 
£8.16.0. 
Club badges were produced and sold for 7/6 each. 
Learn to swim campaign- 277 students – 36 children get 25 yards 
certificate. 
Boat picnic on Woniora set. 
 
The Trustees were changed Ray Stevens and W Mitchell elected. 
The previous Trustee Mr Auld had died and his wife had carried his 
duties but now resigned. The minute note was “Mrs Auld would 
resign her late husbands position as Trustee”. 
The handicappers were given the power to change handicaps if they 
believed the swimmer was not trying. 
 
The concept of an enclosed pool at Sandy beach was proposed. This 
required a wall from the beach to the net and then along the net. It 
was estimated that the pool depth would be 3’6” at all times. Plugs 
in the wall would enable tide changes to refresh the water. This 
concept was pursued in 1961 with public meetings and more work. 
An All Tide Pool Committee was set up. 
 
The President dies around July 1960.  
 
 



 
1958/59 accounts 
 
Extracted from Accounts Book  1929-1959  shillings and pence rounded. 
 
 
Receipts  £     Payments   £ 
 
Cash at bank 21/8/58     154  Hall expenses   64 
Hire of Hall   228  Rates Taxes Insurance  83 
Donations   5  Club expenses   80 
Social comm. Revenue 223  Donation Mortdale Pensioners 25 
Membership fees etc  102  Oatley Red Cross  12 
      Trophies   132 
      Fire extinguisher  13 
      Petty cash   5 
      Cash at bank    299 
 
    713      713 
 
 
Balance sheet  £ 
 
Accumulated funds  2414  Land and buildings  `800 
      Club room fittings  124 
      Piano    20 
      Typewriter   35 
      Stop watches   30 
      PA system   18 
      Duplicating machine  60 
      Electric stove   15 
      Fire extinguisher  13 
      Cash    299 
 

2414      2414 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The above is a one page Splash! Or is it page 1 to following pages? 
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Annual General Meeting September 1960 
 
Senior Vice President Ray Stevens in the chair. 
 
It was acknowledged that President Mr Bill Mitchell had passed 
away during the year and the club acknowledged his work. 
 
Correspondence- various with one from Hurstville Council regarding 
the “clogging of the baths with algae”. 
 
Accounts  A Hordens  £89.10.9 
  Water Board £4.8.11 
 
Reports  Presentation dance  £60.13.6 
 Euchre and Housie  9/8   £3.3.6 
       23/8  £2.5.0 
       30/8  $2.3.0 
 
Donations    Ald Dalton  £2.2.0 
  Mr D Cross  MLA  £3.3.0 
 
Election Office bearers  1960/61 season 
 
Patron Mr P.J. Mullane 
President  Mr J Pomfret 
Vice Patron all donors 
Vice Presidents  Ray Stevens ( Senior VP) Mrs  A Stanners, H. 
Akerman, Mr Stanners. 
 
Life members as for last year. 
 
Secretary  Ron Stevens (resigned 6/661 and J Godfrey takes over 
but resigns in September) 
Ass Sec  left  vacant till next meeting 
Treasurer  C. Lynch (took up Sec role 19/9/61- replaced by Mr J 
Stevens) 
Social sec  Miss N Lupton (V.Hammill appointed April61) 
Ass Soc Sec  Miss K Short 
Starter  R.Short 
Check starter  Mr Bosword 
Referee  Mr R.G. Adams 
Ladies Sec  Miss Val Hammill 
Works Committee  D.Knight, Mr Short, Mr Shragg, Mrs Knight, Miss 
Val Hammill, Miss N Lupton, Mr W Stevens, Miss Gail Barker, Miss 
Kay Johnston, and President, Hon Sec and Treasurer. 
 



Handicappers  Ron Stevens, Clive Shugg, Mrs Knight, Mr 
R.A.Adams, Mr D Knight. 
Club Captains  H. Ackerman (Sen), K. Adams( Jun), Val Hammill 
(Sen Ladies) I. Adams (Jun Ladies) 
Chief Judge  Jack Beeves and K.Mitchell( asst) 
 
Floor of the clubhouse was to be replaced using hardwood by 
volunteer group. 
The Club paid Hurstville Council £1 per year for annual rent of 
clubhouse at Sandy Beach. 
Several personnel changes in the officials occurred in September 
1961. The president referred to “unbusinesslike manner” and the 
new Treasurer Mr J Stevens said that the club would move to the 
“imprest system” of accounts.  

 



















 
SMH May 1960




